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1.  pURPOa. T h i s  a d v i s o r y  c i r c u l a r  p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a o q u a i n t  t h e  
g e n e r a l  a v i a t i o n  community w i t h  t h e  Acc iden t  P r e v e n t i o n  Counselor  Program 
and t h e  ways t h e  a o c i d e n t  p r e v e n t i o n  o o u n s e l o r  f o r o e  anhanoes  a v i a t i o n  
s a f e t y .  

a .  The F e d e r a l  A v i a t i o n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Genera l  A v i a t i o n  
Accident  P r e v e n t i o n  Program on t h e  p remise  t h a t  a c c i d e n t  rates 
cou ld  be reduced by encourag ing  a i rmen t o  improve t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  
toward s a f e t y ,  by r e f r e s h i n g  t h e i r  a e r o n a u t i c a l  knowledge, and by 
improving t h e i r  a e r o n a u t i c a l  s k i l l s .  The program encourages  t o t a l  
involvement o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  a v i a t i o n  community. 

b. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  a l l  segments  of  t h e  a v i a t i o n  i n d u s t r y  are encouraged 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  w i t h  t h e  FAA i n  t h e  conduc t  o f  workshops and s e m i n a r s  
which broaden and refresh t h e  t e c h n i c a l  knowledge o f  a i rmen .  There  
a r e  a c c i d e n t  p r e v e n t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t s  a s s i g n e d  t o  e a c h  F l i g h t  S t a n d a r d s  
and General  A v i a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  O f f i c e  t o  o r g a n i z e  Acc iden t  P r e v e n t i o n  
Program a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  are o v e r  3,000 v o l u n t e e r  a i rmen 
s e r v i n g  a s  a c c i d e n t  p r e v e n t i o n  c o u n s e l o r s ,  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  t e c h n i c a l  
e x p e r t i s e  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  knowledge w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  a v i a t i o n  
community. 

3. THEACCIDENT Accident  p r e v e n t i o n  c o u n s e l o r s  a r e  
p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  promotion o f  a v i a t i o n  safety. They 
v o l u n t a r i l y  s e r v e  a s  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  t h e  FAA a c c i d e n t  p r e v e n t i o n  s p e c i a l i s t  
i n  performing a c c i d e n t  p r e v e n t i o n  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  community. Accident  
p r e v e n t i o n  c o u n s e l o r s  a c t  a s  a d v i s o r s  t o  t h e  a v i a t i o n  community i n  s u p p o r t  
o f  a v i a t i o n  s a f e t y ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  d e s i g n a t e d  r e g u l a t o r y  a u t h o r i t y .  Counse lo rs  
are s e l e c t e d  f o r  t he i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  a v i a t i o n  s a f e t y ,  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
knowledge, and t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  a v i a t i o n  oommunity . 
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4. ACCIDENT PREVENTION COUNSELOR ACTIVITIES. Accident Prevention Counselors 
a s s i s t  the FAA i n  the promotion of av ia t ion  safety byt 

Providing information and guidance on l oaa l  f ly ing  condit ions t o  
t r an s i en t  p i l o t s .  

Providing counsel f o r  airmen who may have exhibited unsafe a c t s  i n  
the  a i r  o r  on the  ground. 

Providing a s s i s t ance  t o  p i l o t s ,  a i r c r a f t  ownera, and mechanics on 
matters  per ta in ing t o  proper maintenance of airoraft and avionics 
equipment. 

Counseling airmen following incident8 requir ing f l i g h t  assistance 
from personnel i n  A i r  T ra f f i c  Control. 

Assist ing FAA i n  t r a n s n i t t i n 8  s a f e ty  informat ion t o  p i l o t s ,  a i r c r a f t  
owners, maintenance f a c i l i t i e s ,  and mechanics. 

Conducting proficiency f l i g h t s  (when appropr ia te ly  r a t e d ) .  

Providing FAA information and ass i s tance  i n  es tab l i sh ing  l oca l  
av ia t ion  sa fe ty  programs. 

Notifying the  appropriate a u t h o r i t i e s  of  the need fo r  correct ive  
act ion when hazardous condit ions a f fec t ing  s a f e  f l i g h t  o r  ground 
operat  ions a r e  observed. 

Organizing and pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  sa fe ty  meetings, workshops, and 
seminars. 

flOW TO CONTACT A COUNSELOR. Accident prevention counselors a r e  usually 
associated w i t h  a fixed base operation,  f ly ing  club or loca l  organization 
having a maintenance o r  f l i g h t  operation.  Usually the  a i r p o r t  manager, 
the  FAA Fl ight  Service S t a t i ons  (FSS), o r  Fixud Base Operator (F.B.O.), 
w i l l  have a l i s t  of accident  prevention counselors and t h e i r  phone 
numbers ava i l ab l e .  A l l  F l igh t  Standards and General Aviation D i s t r i c t  
Offices have a l i s t  of the counselors serving the  d i s t r i c t .  

SUMMARY. 

a .  Accident prevention counselors a r e  voluntary supporters of the 
General Aviation Accident Prevention Program, serving t h e i r  com- 
munity by  providing advice and counsel t o  airmen. They organize 
and pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  sa fe ty  meetings, workshops, seminars, and other 
s a f e ty  programs, i n i t i a t e  ac t ion  t o  cor rec t  condit ions t h a t  may be 
hazardous t o  a i r c r a f t  i n  f l i g h t  o r  on the  ground, and counsel 
t r an s i en t  airmen. 
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b .  Before f l y i n g  over unfamil iar  t e r r i t o r y ,  such as mountainous t e r r a i n  
o r  d e s e r t  a r e a s ,  i t  is advisable  f o r  t r a n s i e n t  p i l o t s  t o  oonsul t  with 
l o c a l  oounselors. They w i l l  be familiar wi th  t h e  more desirable 
r o u t e s ,  t h e  wind and weather oondi t ions ,  and t h e  aemrioe and wergen-  
cy landing a r e a s  t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  along t h e  m y .  They o m  a l s o  
o f f e r  advice on t h e  type  o f  r e r g e n o y  equipment you ahould be oar- 
ty ing .  In o t h e r  words, t h e  aooident  p r w e n t i o n  oounaelor is a good 
person t o  know. 

&dig Director ,  P l i g h t  Standard. Service 
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